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From the President

Summer months are filled with activity in Wissahickon Valley Park and at 
the Friends of the Wissahickon. Forbidden Drive is bustling with visitors as 
are the upper trails and Valley Green. People are biking, fishing, running, 

hiking, and bird watching. During my first year as President, I have become 
more aware of all the Wissahickon Creek gives us. It not only cools the air so 
we can all enjoy recreational activities; it provides habitat for aquatic life. Also, 
approximately one-third of the creek provides drinking water for Philadelphia 
residents.

The enormous amount of time and energy our volunteers spend in 
service to the park is impressive. During 2007, we planned for this summer’s 
implementation of the Sustainable Trails Initiative. The first stage of the 
work from Bell’s Mill Road to the red covered bridge along the Orange Trail 
is underway and is largely made possible by volunteers donating their time 
and services. Our work along this one mile stretch extends beyond trail 
construction and restoration to include habitat restoration and increased 
outreach efforts. The Friends have partnered with the Wissahickon Valley 
Restoration Volunteers to remove invasive plants and replant with native 
species as part of habitat restoration.  

FOW outreach now includes 
the Trail Ambassadors Program, 
initiated to improve park 
users’ experience and increase 
safety. Our first class of 12 
Ambassadors is now in the field 
and, hopefully, many of you 
have seen or spoken with one 
of them. I have enrolled in our 
second class which will soon 
take to the trails, and I hope to 
meet many of our members and 
friends out in the park. We will 
continue to grow this volunteer corps and invite all who are interested to learn more and consider applying 
for the program.* 

This June during the Annual Meeting, as we do every year, FOW recognized out-going board members 
and elected new members. We are grateful to out going board members, Mary Ann Boyer, John Fuller, 
Christopher Menna, Lyn Montgomery, James Querry, Antoinette Seymour, and Robert Wallis. Their efforts 
and years of service on behalf of the park and our organization have strengthened the Friends’ ability to 
preserve the park. We look forward to their continued contributions on committees and projects. (Look for 
a report on the Annual Meeting in our fall issue.) 

We are also very pleased to welcome and recognize our new board members. One “new” board member 
is returning to the board after a year off, Bettina Hoerlin. Bettina helped FOW shape its advocacy activities, 
and we are happy to see her return. Also coming on board are Melen Boothby, Heidi Grunwald, John Meigs, 
Frank Reed, and Richard Smith. These new board members bring a great variety of skills and interests to our 
board, and we are excited to have them join us. 

As you read this issue of our newsletter, I hope you are inspired to become more involved with the 
Friends and the park. Everyone at FOW hopes all who visit have a fun, safe, and active summer in the 
Wissahickon. 

*Interested volunteers should contact Kevin Groves at 215-247-0417 or groves@fow.org.
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united Way donations
The Friends of the Wissahickon can receive 

membership/donations through the United Way.  
Our United Way number is 9882. If this is the most 
convenient way for you to give, please do so. Visit our 
website (www.fow.org) to learn about the benefits of 
membership in the Friends of the Wissahickon.
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FOW speakers Bureau Offers 
Lecture on Walnut Lane Bridge

David Young, Executive Director of Cliveden of 
the National Trust, is offering a lecture on the History 
of the Walnut Lane Bridge through FOW’s Speakers 
Bureau. This engineering marvel, now 100 years old, links 
Roxborough and Germantown across the Wissahickon 
Creek. It was the largest concrete arch bridge in the 
world at the time of its construction. Young discusses this 
structure with a visual presentation that places the history 
of the Walnut Lane Bridge in the context of comprehensive 
park planning and municipal reform, as well as the 
debate in the engineering and architecture communities 
concerning the role of art in massive construction projects. He also explores the meaning of the bridge 
today and efforts to maintain and preserve one of Philadelphia’s greatest 20th century achievements. For 
information on all our speakers, visit www.fow.org/speakersbureau.php. To schedule a speaker, contact 
Audrey Simpson at 215-247-0417 or office@fow.org.

thank You PmBa!
The Philadelphia Mountain Biking Association 

(PMBA) raised over $1,500 for FOW’s Sustainable 
Trails Initiative at its second annual Rally in the 
Valley. PMBA works to promote trail access and 
cooperation between all user groups and helps maintain 
the upper trails in the Wissahickon at its monthly Trail 
Maintenance Days. For more information on PMBA, visit  
www.phillymtb.com.

Volunteers needed for early implementation trail 
Throughout July and August 2008, the Early Implementation (EI) phase of the Sustainable Trails Initiative 

(STI) will take place. This project entails complete reconstruction, partial re-routing, and replanting of the 
lower trail on the East (Chestnut Hill) side of Wissahickon Creek between Bells Mills Road and Thomas Mill 
Road (the covered bridge). In conjunction with work on the trail itself and planting along the trail corridor, 
prototypes of the new trail blazing, signage, and information kiosks will be installed. In addition, a handicap 
accessible parking place will be created in the lot opposite the trailhead and a handicap accessible trail 
section from Bells Mills Road to the Pavilion will be improved. Volunteers are needed. Please contact Kevin 
Groves at 215-247-0417 or groves@fow.org. For more information on STI visit www.fow.org.

new chess table at Valley Green
FOW’s Structures Crew recently completed work on a new chess table near Valley Green Inn built in 

memory of Albert Neff (1929-2005), a thoughtful and generous friend of the park. Mr. Neff was a polymath 
and a remarkable Philadelphian—a devotee of classical music, former owner of James Boswell’s coffee shop in 
center city, and nationally ranked chess player. “The table 
is made from a large slab of Wissahickon schist,” says Ed 
Stainton, Co-chair of the Structures Crew. Fairmount Park 
District 3 staff dug the hole, and park masons made a stone 
base and set in the granite squares for the chess board and 
the plaque. The Structures Crew made the four seats out of 
black locust, bolted them to black locust posts, and, with 
help from Ray Bevenour, set the stools in the ground.

n e W s  B r i e F s new ambassadors 
take to the trails

by Debbie Carr, Director of 
Environmental Education, Fairmount 
Park and Kevin Groves, Volunteer 
Coordinator, Friends of the Wissahickon

The Friends of the Wissahickon in partnership 
with the Fairmount Park Commission 
(FPC) launched the new volunteer Trail 

Ambassadors program in Wissahickon 
Valley Park in March 2008. Outfitted with a 
unique uniform sporting logo patches of both 
organizations, Trail Ambassadors will take to the 
trails in late May, talking with Wissahickon park 
users and answering questions about wildlife, 
plants, historical points of interest, and park 
rules and regulations. The Ambassadors will be 
stationed at various places around the park with 
Valley Green Inn as a focal point. The program 
is similar to the National Park Service volunteer 
program. 

Trail Ambassadors will work closely with 
Fairmount Park Rangers, reporting any problems 
they see and acting as additional eyes and ears 
in the Wissahickon. In addition to hiking the 
trails, Trail Ambassadors will staff information 
tables at FOW outreach events, lead tours of the 
Wissahickon Valley, and conduct surveys of park 
users and wildlife. 

Providing information to park visitors about 
the Wissahickon’s 1,800 acres and 57 miles of 
National Recreation trails will be a primary role 
of the Ambassadors. To train the Ambassadors for 
this role, FOW and Fairmount Park staff created 
an eight-week training course on Wissahickon 
history, watersheds, current park projects, wildlife, 
geology, plants, park rules and regulations, and first 
aid/CPR. 

Twelve enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
volunteers graduated from the first class in late 
April, and a second class is being trained in May 
and June. FOW is excited about this first group 
of volunteers who you will meet in the park this 
summer—all are long-time park users and bring a 
wide spectrum of expertise and experience to the 
program. 
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Courtesy of Cliveden

Chris Hunter (PMBA Vice-Pres.), Tom Coyle (PMBA Crew Leader), Maura McCarthy (FOW Ex. Dir.), 
Nick Fortune (PMBA Treasurer), David Dannenberg (FOW Board Member), Lou Harris (PMBA Pres.), 
Dmitri Zorine (FOW Trail Ambassador & PMBA Member)

The McLaughlin Family enjoying free ice cream!

(left to right) Mike Souders and Ed Stainton of FOW’s Structures 
Crew, and Ray Bevenour from Fairmount Park District 3.  
Photo by Rich Berman

FOW’s first class of Trail Ambassadors. Back Row (L 
to R): Kevin Groves (FOW Volunteer Coordinator), 
Merritt Rhoad, Mariana Morris, Patty McMenamin, 
Lisa Ann Fields. Front Row (L to R): Dmitri Zorine, 
Shelly Brick, Joe Wilson, Cynthia Turecki, Sarah 
West. Not pictured:  Jack Coleman, Nick Bucci, 
Chris Beetham.



improvements made  
along the Yellow trail

The PMBA Trail Maintenance Day 
on March 22 was our biggest work day 
yet—a huge success with 64 volunteers 
contributing 292 hours! Here’s what we 
accomplished:

•	 improved	the	re-route	and	closure	on	
a section of the Yellow Trail

•	 cut	nicks	to	improve	drainage	along	
Demo Trail I

•	 de-bermed	along	the	Yellow	Trail	near	
Jannette Street

•	 removed	scrap	metal,	27	bags	of	trash,	and	16	containers	of	
recyclable bottles

•	 cleaned	the	concrete	bridge

V O L u n t e e r  u P d a t e

trail corridor clearing  
near Hermit Lane

On Fairmount Park 
Day, FOW led 35 volunteers 
in clearing sight lines and 
removing invasive weeds. The 
group 

•	 cleared	sight	lines	and	
removed invasives along the 
Yellow Trail from Hermit’s 
Cave to the Walnut Lane 
Bridge;

•	 planted	a	flowering	dogwood	tree,	donated	by	FPC,	along	the	
Wissahickon Creek by Lincoln Drive; and 

•	 made	improvements	along	the	Yellow	Trail.

Graffiti removal Begins at devil’s Pool
On April 19 a small group 

of volunteers, including pool 
users, worked hard at Devil’s 
Pool. FOW is planning further 
clean up throughout the 
spring and summer. Everyone 
we met there was enthusiastic 
about keeping Devil’s Pool 
clean. Some of what they 
accomplished:

•	 painted	metal	railings	
along wooden walk ways 
on either side of the pool

•	 removed	graffiti	from	boulders	and	the	stone	bridge

•	 painted	over	graffiti	on	trees

•	 removed	trash

•	 connected	and	worked	with	pool	users,	who	helped	 
paint the railings

WrV removes  
invasive Weeds

The Wissahickon Restoration Volunteers 
(WRV) led two workdays in May, along the 
Early Implementation Trail site on the Orange 
Trail below Bell’s Mill Road. Volunteers 
removed invasive weeds as the first stage of 
the Sustainable Trails Initiative project slated 
for July and August. WRV will continue leading 
weed removal in this area in June. 

Gutter clearing along Forbidden drive
FOW took on another Earth Day project with City Year, cleaning 

gutters along Forbidden Drive to improve water drainage into the 
Wissahickon. Sixty volunteers from Abington Friends School met at 
Valley Green Inn and walked up and down the creek, clearing debris 
along the up-slope side of Forbidden Drive.

clean up at clifford Park 
PMBA and FOW volunteers accomplished a lot 

during a short work day in April. They removed 
more than a dumpster-load of invasive plants and 
vines. Folks in the area have been working hard to 
improve this great neighborhood park. 

earth day at springside school
FOW teamed up with Dave Bower of the Fairmount Park 

Commission to lead two work days at Springside School for 
Earth Day. Over 150 students volunteered during science 
periods to work on projects in the woods behind the school. 
They closed an unnecessary trail for re-vegetation, planted 
shrubs and trees, and built a fantasy fence out of fallen 
branches. 

april Workday at 
courtesy stables & 
Houston Playground

30 Volunteers worked hard during 
FOW’s April Workday. The group:

•	 removed	36	bags	of	refuse	and	6	
bags of recyclable bottles;

•	 cut	down	invasive	vines	causing	
damage to trees; and

•	 re-graded	the	hillside	that	spills	
water onto the stable and the 
turnout that spills water into the 
ring.

FOW Leads clean up at  
100 steps for Philly clean up day

About 250 bags of trash and recyclables were removed 
from the park and neighborhood. Thanks to the Wissahickon 
Environmental Action Network, Philadelphia Mountain 
Biking Association (PMBA), and the more than 60 volunteers 
for helping out.
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Gene Caffrey
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City of Philadelphia
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Special thanks to our  
work day sponsors:

High Point Café 

T & F Farmer’s Pride 
Market



They used to be simply Saul High School 
students. But now, they call themselves 
the “Kids of the Wissahickon.” It’s an 

accurate assessment of those students who study 
Agroecology with Jessica Naugle at Saul High School 
of Agricultural Science in Roxborough. For two 
years they have been working with FOW President 
Emeritus Ed Stainton and Board Member David 
Dannenberg, building stone walls, removing invasive 
plants, planting native species, and rebuilding trails. 

According to Naugle, the experiences her 
students have in the Wissahickon reflect what she 
does in the classroom. “They’re learning about native 
species and erosion control,” she says. “It’s my class in 
a nutshell.”

Naugle’s students first began working in the 
Wissahickon when she and members of the cross-
country team came upon FOW and IMBA working 
on Demonstration Trail I for the Sustainable Trails 
Initiative in autumn 2006. The students were invited 
to participate. Soon after, Jim “Doc” Dannenberg, 
David’s father who volunteers at Saul, introduced 
Jessica Naugle to Ed Stainton. She and her students 
have been working with the Friends ever since. 
“Everything we’ve done with FOW has become a 
learning situation for these kids,” says Naugle. “It 
makes it so worthwhile, and having someone who 
understands how to work with kids makes a big 
difference.”

Says David Dannenberg: “Learning takes place on 
many levels, ranging from the menial such as proper 
safe and effective use of shovels and rakes, to the 
theoretical such as the importance of our work in 
ecosystem management and recovery. The work we 
do places learning in a tangible, readily apprehended 
context—and is generally more fun and satisfying to 
adolescents than reading about the same concepts in 
a textbook.”

 This winter, Naugle’s students were learning how 
to use GPS (global positioning devices.) The teacher 
had them create coordinates of the rerouted trail FOW 
built as part of Demo Trail I. The Friends will use the 

coordinates in order to add the trail to a new edition 
of the Map of the Wissahickon Valley. Projects like 
these allow the students to experience a practical 
application of their work. 

In the spring, the “Kids of the Wissahickon” 
planted Christmas ferns and ginger at Valley Green 
Inn and built a stone wall on Wises Mill Road near 
Forbidden Drive. “It is exciting to go with city 
students attending an agricultural school into the 
Wissahickon and see their reactions,” says Stainton. 
Naugle believes that this project provided the 
students with a hands-on application of her class’s 
major objectives. At Valley Green Inn, the students 
participated and learned about erosion control 
techniques utilizing native plant species. At Wises Mill 
Road, they learned how to properly “dry wall” stone 
for erosion control along a roadway. 

However, according to Naugle, it isn’t all about 
what the students do for the Wissahickon; it’s what 
the Wissahickon has done for them. “The kids are 
given a sense of importance, and that is because of 
Ed and David and all the adults at FOW who work 
with them,” says Naugle. “It gives credence to their 
professionalism and their ability to make you feel 
good. And that is what makes all the difference.” 

For more information about Saul High School, 
visit www.phila.k12.pa.us/schools/saul.

The students are empowered 

to beautify and preserve. Not a 

bad way to learn and understand 

conservation.

—Jessica Naugle, teacher, Saul high School
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“Kids of the Wissahickon” capturing the 
Wissahickon in 

D i g i t a l
A Photo Lecture by 

James Stewart

Wednesday, September 10 • 7:00 p.m.
chestnut Hill Library

Free

James Stewart is 
a photographer whose 
most recent work 
appears in Wissahickon: 
Worth Preserving 
(WVWa, 2007). he 
is a retired electrical 
engineer with a 
background in 
industrial controls 
design who has 
sharpened his skills in photography as a birder 
traveling over North america and South america. he 
lives in Upper Dublin and currently shoots with a 
Canon 20D for wildlife and a Canon 5D for landscapes 
and people. 

Stewart will share his photographs of scenery 
and wildlife along the Wissahickon Creek and 
discuss his process. He will also talk about digital 
photography in general and some of the technical 
details about processing photos and preparing them 
for print or web display. Those attending should 
gain at least a general knowledge of how to prepare 
photos for printing on the many services now 
available online for cards and calendars.

5

ice cream social
FOW’s neighbors gathered on the lawn at 

our offices in Chestnut Hill on May 14 to learn 
more about the Friends and enjoy free ice cream, 
environmental activities, and live steel drum music 
performed by Kyle Dunleavy. Pictured here are Fury 
Davis and Stella Simpson of Mt. airy. See p. 14 for 
more photos from the Ice Cream Social.

  by Denise Larrabee, Editor

Saul high School students heading out to create coordinates of the Demo I Trail. Front Row: ashanti 
Banks, harold Pearson, alexa allen, Samantha Cottman, Robert Fletcher, Saniyyah Ferguson, Tina Liu, 
Christine Tilles, Olivia Faidin, Back Row: Brittany Storz, anne LeCompte, Ed Stainton, and Jim Dannenberg.
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natiVe vs. inVasiVe

Invasive plants are a problem that the Wissahickon Valley shares with most other natural 
areas throughout the country. These exotic/invasives are plants that reproduce rapidly 
and spread over large areas, displacing plants that are native to our region. Invasives 

often become a monoculture that has little ecological value to our native mammals, 
insects, and birds. In the Wissahickon, there are several dozen trees, shrubs, vines, and 
herbaceous plants that now thrive where native plants once grew. For more information 
on invasive plants in the Wissahickon, visit www.fow.org/vege.php.

native
Platanus occidentalis: Sycamore, Buttonwood, Plane 

The Sycamore is a native tree to most of the eastern United States. It grows to120 feet 
with patchy brown and white bark. This bark on the upper trunk is distinctive and especially 
noticeable in winter. Leaves are large, often 4”-10” across and 
somewhat similar to maple leaves with 3-5 broad lobes. In the 
fall the tree produces a hairy round ball of seeds that stays 
on the tree throughout the winter. These trees grow rapidly 
and were grown for timber to be used for furniture in earlier 
times. They have a tendency to lose branches in ice and wind. 
The London plane tree, a member of the same genus, does 
not lose branches, and so has been 
planted along streets and in public parks. 
Sycamores can tolerate flooding water 
over their roots and are seen along the 
Wissahickon Creek. They often become 
good habitat for wildlife as they age 
when cavities in the trunk may form. In 
the south, large, old individual trees have 
formed cavities big enough to be used as 
dens by black bears. Don’t expect to see 
any bears emerging from the trees along 
the Wissahickon, but enjoy the lovely 
bark in winter and the stately shape of 
leaf and tree. Photos from www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages.

invasive
Rosa multiflora: Multiflora Rose

This rose was brought to the United States in 1866 to aid in the propagation of 
ornamental roses. In the 1930s it was promoted to farmers for use as a living fence. It was 
intentionally planted in median strips on highways. Since that time it has invaded farmland 
and natural areas throughout the eastern 
U.S. and is now considered a noxious weed 
in Pennsylvania. In the Wissahickon it can 
be found along many trails. A shrubby rose 
that can grow to 10 feet, the multiflora rose 
has whitish pink flowers in spring followed 
by vast quantities of red fruits or rosehips, 
which are eaten by birds. An average 
plant can produce 1 million seeds a year! 
The birds are responsible for distributing 
this rose throughout our natural areas. 
Multiflora roses are very hard to kill and 
often have to be hauled out with a tractor 
when they become large specimens. You 
can recognize the multiflora rose by its arching 
thorny stems and the clusters of showy, fragrant 
flowers in May. Photos from www.invasive.org

Friends of the 
Wissahickon

Photography contest
2008

Your photograph could be featured in the Friends of the 
Wissahickon newsletter, on the FOW website, or other  

FOW publication. 

Compete in our biennial photo contest for prizes
and to showcase your work in our five categories:

People 
Wildlife 

Landscape
structures 

FOW activities

Deadline for entry is  
September 29, 2008 at 5PM.  

FOW reserves the right to use photo submissions in  
FOW publications.

adult competition
Grand Prize, Best in Show: $100
First Prize in each category: $50

Second Prize in each category will 
receive a gift certificate

Junior competition
Submissions will be  

judged in two age categories:
12 years and under &  
13 years to 17 years.

Best in each category will  
receive a prize of $25.

All winners will receive a  
Friends of the Wissahickon t-shirt.

Competitors may submit up  
to six photos in any category.

An entry form may be found on the 
FOW website at: 

http://www.fow.org and  
at the FOW office.  
No entrance fee.

8708 Germantown avenue
Philadelphia, Pa 19118

(P) 215.247.0417 (F) 215.247.9329
http://www.fow.org

Questions: davisjones@fow.org
Photographs from top:  
Paul Ricker, Lady Slipper Admirers 
Pat Prunty, Wissahickon Ruin 
Jonathan Nissanov, Fall at the Covered Bridge 
Barbara Sherf, A Busy Saturday

  by Susie Wilmerding, Conservation Committee Chair
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Summer is busy for birds in Carpenter’s Woods, but slow for bird 
watchers. Spring migration is over, and many birds that were 
passing through have f lown to breeding areas further north. Still, 

a number of songbirds remain in the woods and breed there from 
approximately June 7 to August 21, raising their young once they are 
hatched. Some of these remaining songbirds are permanent residents 
and others will f ly south in winter.

Whose woods these are i think i know
The permanent residents that regularly breed in or near Carpenter’s 

Woods include the Mourning Dove, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Blue Jay, American 
Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
Carolina Wren, American Robin, Northern Mockingbird,  Song Sparrow, 
Northern Cardinal, House Finch, and those three less-loved, non-native 
birds—the Rock Pigeon, European Starling, and House Sparrow. Since the 
1960s, the Red-bellied Woodpecker, robin, mockingbird, Carolina Wren, 
and House Finch have also been spotted throughout the year, possibly an 
early sign of global warming.

Spring migrants from as far south as South America that are 
commonly seen in Carpenter’s Woods include the Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Red-eyed Vireo, House Wren, Wood Thrush, and 
American Goldfinch (also found in winter). The beautifully bright oriole 
often builds its hanging nest in tall trees on neighborhood streets, while 
the Wood Thrush sings its beautiful melody throughout the summer, 
especially at dusk. 

There are also some birds that have completed their breeding 
season long before summer and are hard to find or even hear during this 
time of year: the Great Horned and Barred Owl (rare) and the Eastern 
Screech Owl (still quite common). Red-tailed Hawks also breed around 
Carpenter’s Woods, but are not a major threat to birds since they prefer 
squirrel for their diet. Both the Coopers Hawk and the smaller Sharp-
shinned Hawk occasionally threaten neighborhood songbirds. These two 
accipiters are sudden and swift; as soon as their presence is realized, 
song birds go silent and hide. During dusk, you can sometimes observe 
Chimney Swifts flying over the woods, along with the bats. 

challenges of summer Birding 
By mid-summer, all of the songbirds almost seem to disappear, which 

is one of the interesting aspects of birding at that time. Almost all the 
young of songbird species are hatched by early July, although some birds, 
such as robins and thrushes may have a second clutch, and house wrens 
are known to hatch three sets of offspring. Once the young are out of 
the nest, the primary mission of the family is survival. Thus, the male 
no longer sings to protect the nest and nestlings; now silence is more 
important as the family searches for food and the young birds learn to 
feed themselves.

There are many predators waiting in and around Carpenter's Woods 
for the neighborhood fledglings—the occasional hawk, raccoon or owls 
after dark, and predatory birds such as crows, blue jays, and grackles, 
among others, who are omnivorous and also nest-robbers. But the 
number one threat by far for young birds is feral and house cats  that are 
allowed to roam. Cat owners should consider keeping their pets indoors 
during the post-nesting season.

The period from July 4 to August 15, at the earliest, is generally the 
quietest time of the year, and some species just seem to disappear, staying 
out of sight and issuing little sound. 
Woodpeckers become hard to find, 
the nuthatch seems to disappear, 
and even chickadees, titmice, and 
other chatterers are quieter than 
ever, except when making warning 
calls. 

Things start to change after 
any early cold front in mid-August, 
starting some early migrating song 
birds on their way. Some species 
depart south early—some warblers 
and flycatchers and almost all 
orioles. By the last week in August, 
it is the end of bird summer and the 
long parade of southward migration 
has begun for songbirds and many 
predators.  

Birding in Carpenter’s Woods 
can be “productive” and often 
exciting in every season. In the 
bird summer, it is probably true 
more than in any other season that 
“it is the early birder who gets the 
birds.” Early morning and late in 
the afternoon tend to be the most 
active periods, especially during dry 
spells, when the greatest amount of 
activity is along the stream and in 
the meadow; birds need to drink and 
bathe regularly. When a dry spell is 
broken by a major rain storm, the 
next day there will be much more 
activity throughout the woods. But, 
take my word for it: Carpenter’s 
Woods is a special place for birding 
surprises and satisfaction!

 by Steve Lawrence, Co-chair Wildlife Committee

White-breasted Nuthatch

Summer Birding
                           IN CARPENTER’S WOODS
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During 41 years of birding 

regularly in Carpenter’s 

Woods, these are the 

average numbers of species 

I recorded between  

1960 and 2000. 

January  30

February  26

March 30

April 49

May  81

June  36

July  35

August  41

September  51

October 47

November 33

December  30
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When 
Keith Russell was a boy in 
the 1960s, the cacophony 
of bird song in Carpenter’s 

Woods was so loud he could easily imagine he 
was walking through a rain forest. “It was beyond 
comprehension,” he says. Now, as Outreach 
Coordinator for Audubon Pennsylvania, Russell 
feels lucky to find 30 birds on any spring day walk 
in the woods. “Carpenter's Woods is still the best 
place in this region to find songbirds,” he says, 
“but the density of sound is not the same.” 

a Birdseye View of carpenter’s Woods
Carpenter’s Woods is 37 acres and consists of 

two sections bisected by Greene Street in Mt. Airy. 
It is bounded by Wissahickon Avenue, Sedgwick 
Street, Sherman Street, and North and South Mount 
Pleasant Avenues. Most of the woods are bordered 
by streets and residences, including the two city-
block boundary along Wissahickon Avenue. 

A small tributary of the Wissahickon Creek 
runs through the woods. In its western section, 
where the land is low, birds find seasonal wetlands, 
says Sarah West, author of Rediscovering the 
Wissahickon: A Guide to its Science and History 
(1993). It is almost always damp there, and holds 
standing water in the spring and after heavy rains. 
The woods are also home to a meadow and mature 
forest, with bedrock of Wissahickon schist.

These sub-habitats support a variety of wildlife: 
amphibians; crayfish; raccoons; opossums; foxes; 
and deer. One can also find a number of native plant 
species, such as oak trees, tulip poplars, lowbush 
blueberry, and spicebush, which provides larval 
food for the spicebush swallowtail butterfly. But the 
diversity of native shrubs and wildflowers is low, 
according to Ann Rhoads, Senior Scientist of the 
Pennsylvania Flora Project at the Morris Arboretum. 

She attributes the cause to over browsing by deer 
and competition from non-native species, such as 
Japanese knotweed and garlic mustard.

Carpenter’s Woods is part of Wissahickon Valley 
Park, but its connection is just a narrow stretch of 
land bordering both sides of the tributary flowing 
through and out of it. However, it is among the most 
important pieces of real estate in the Wissahickon, 
indeed in of all of Fairmount Park.

a crucial stop on the Flyway 
In 2005, Fairmount Park was named an 

Important Bird Area (IBA) in Pennsylvania by the 
National Audubon Society. But in 1916, long before 
this landmark declaration, Carpenter’s Woods was 
designated a part of Fairmount Park specifically 
because the area is recognized as prime bird habitat 
for both resident and migratory species. A large 
variety of bird species can be found there. (If you 
have doubts, check out the flora and fauna notes on 
the kiosk near Wayne Ave. and Sedgwick St.)

To amateur birders and professional 
ornithologists throughout the Mid-Atlantic region of 
the United States, Carpenter’s Woods is a sacrosanct 
piece of prime avian real 
estate in a region where 
open space is being 
rapidly consumed 
in the insatiable 
maw of rampant 
development. 
The reasons a 
large number of 
birds stop here 

for rest and 
food on their 
way north 
are threefold. 
Philadelphia 
is located on a 
flyway used by 
huge numbers of 
birds, and this flyway 
goes through Philadelphia, 
central New Jersey, southeastern New York, then 
Connecticut, and up to Maine. In addition, the 
various sub-habitats in the woods attract different 
species of birds. Finally, the birds feed on insects 
that are attracted to mature oak trees, of which 
there are many in Carpenter’s Woods. At least, 
there used to be. Since the 1990s, oak trees in the 
woods have been dying at a faster rate than normal. 
Consequently, the number of spring migratory birds 
has declined significantly in Carpenter’s Woods.

a Habitat in danger
According to Russell, the most probable reason 

for the oak tree deaths is bacterial disease contracted 
from leaf hoppers and other insects that feed on the 
trees. These bacteria clog the tree’s vessels that carry 
water up into the tree, and the tree dies over a few 
years. But other factors may be contributing to the 
problem: 

•	 gypsy	moth	infestations	over	the	last	20	years	
may be weakening the trees; 

•	 erosion	can	leave	them	unstable	in	severe	
storms; 

•	 yard	clippings	dumped	by	area	residents	contain	
the seeds of invasive plants and/or toxins that 
harm trees; and 

•	 the	proliferation	of	Norway	maples.	

  by David Dannenberg, Board Member 
      and Denise Larrabee, Editor
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Prime Avian 
Real Estate

What birds  
depend on 

Carpenter’s Woods?
Turn to page 7 
to find out!
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What you can do for 
carpenter’s Woods

Don’t dump yard (or any other) waste in the woods

Plant native species in your garden

Reduce number of visits to the woods

Walk on the trails 

Keep dogs on the trails

Volunteer with FoCW 

Summer 2008 • Friends of the Wissahickon

Norway maples release chemicals in the soil 
which make it harder for native plants to germinate. 
Once they grow to maturity, they shade out native 
species and produce countless seeds per year, 
leading to an assault on the oak trees and other 
native plants in the woods. According to Russell, 
birds don’t particularly like Norway maples. “If this 
continues, we could lose most of our oaks in 30 to 
40 years,” he says, “then, we are really going to see a 
loss in the variety of birds.”

Another reason for the decline in birds visiting 
Carpenter’s Woods is erosion. Causes of erosion 
are inadequate stormwater management, poor trail 
design, and over-browsing by whitetail deer which 
drives out the native plants—the same plants that 
form the ecosystem in the woods supporting a 
variety of birdlife. Unfortunately, the conditions that 
drive out native plant species allow for the invasion 
of non-native plant species, which do not support 
the natural biodiversity for which Carpenters Woods 
is both famous and invaluable. 

Human and canine visitors to the woods 
have also increased dramatically over 
the past 25 years. These visitors 
unintentionally disturb and destroy 
habitat, particularly if they walk off 
the trail. Further, Fairmount Park 
has experienced draconian cuts 
in funding (75% over the past 
35 years), and park maintenance 
has suffered. This simultaneous 
increase in use and decrease in 
maintenance has resulted in a 
decline in environmental quality 
in the woods, noticeable to 
anyone who has frequented the 
area over an extended period. 
“Many people have only seen 
Carpenter’s Woods in recent 
years,” says Russell. “They don’t 
realize that what they are seeing is beat-up woods.”

charting a new course
Currently, the Friends of Carpenter’s Woods 

(FoCW) are exploring methods of removing the 
Norway maples and endeavoring to determine the 
cause of death among the oak trees. Meanwhile, the 
group continues to remove small Norway maples 
and plant native species under the leadership of 
David Bower, Fairmount Park Volunteer Coordinator. 
(see p. 10) 

This summer, the 
Philadelphia Water 
Department is engaged 
in a large capital project 
to improve stormwater 
drainage. Additionally, PWD 
removes Norway maples 
when possible. (see p. 10) 
Louise Barteau-Chodoff, the 
artist who installed Grove in 
Carpenter’s Woods last year, has 
planted five young oak trees at the 
site. (see p. 11) And FOW will rebuild 
the entire trail system in future years as part of 
their Sustainable Trails Initiative. In the meantime, 
maintenance of existing trails and outfalls continues 
on an ad hoc basis. 

“We have to talk about the problems in 
Carpenter’s Woods, educate each other, and take 
responsibility,” says Russell. Toward that end, 
both FoCW and the Friends of the Wissahickon 

sponsor educational walks, including 
bird watching excursions in 

the woods every spring. 
But the community needs 

to become stewards 

of Carpenter’s Woods. 
Otherwise, says Russell, “The 
non-native plants will take 
over, and there will not be 
a lot of native vegetation 
left.” Without native plants, 
we will see a significant 

reduction in the number and 
variety of insects. The result: 

an important nesting area for 
resident birds and a crucial resting 

and feeding area for migratory birds 
will be destroyed. 
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Birders pause on the bridge crossing the stream in 
Carpenter’s Woods during one of FOW’s Spring Bird Walks.

Above is a Red-bellied 
Woodpecker. Photo by 
Ruth Pfeffer

Selected photos by Louise Barteau-Chodoff.
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Nancy Goldenberg admits she doesn’t visit 
the woods very often. “I don’t go there 
much,” says one of the co-founders of 

the Friends of Carpenter’s Woods (FoCW). “But, 
you don’t have to be an active user to benefit 
from Carpenter’s Woods and see importance in 
sustaining this natural area.”

FoCW was formed in 1998 in recognition 
of the need for better care and restoration of the 
woods. Their mission, says Goldenberg, is to 
sustain Carpenter’s Woods both as a natural area 
and as a resource to the community.

Approximately 100 people are on FoCW’s 
listserve, and 20-30 people attend its quarterly 
meetings and service days, during which 
volunteers tackle such projects as invasive tree 
removal and trail maintenance. In addition 
to FoCW’s efforts, Fairmount Park Volunteer 
Coordinator David Bower leads other volunteer 
groups in maintenance and improvement projects 
throughout the year. 

Current projects include planting native 
species supplied by TreeVitalize and the Fairmount 
Park Commission (FPC) and removing Norway 
maples (an invasive species), and determining 
what is killing the red oak trees in Carpenter’s 
Woods. 

From its beginning, FoCW has enlisted input, 
help, and support from the Fairmount Park 
Commission (FPC), the Friends of the Wissahickon, 
and, most importantly, individuals, conducting 
a survey in 2000 to solicit input from visitors to 
Carpenter’s Woods. The organization recently 
received a $400 grant from Weaver’s Way Co-op. 
FoCW strives to balance the desires of the general 
recreational public with the need to maintain 
and restore the fragile ecological integrity of this 
very special place. Toward that end there have 
been educational programs and capital projects 
to inform the general public about the unique 
biological value of the woods and to enhance that 
value. 

At their first meeting, FoCW members agreed 
on several ambitious goals: restore the meadow; 
rebuild eroded trails; remove invasive plants, 
particularly Norway Maples; eliminate yard waste 
dumping; stop animals from defecating in the 
stream; partner with Henry and Houston School 
students; and educate the community about 
environmental issues affecting the woods. They 
have made great progress.

One of their first major capital projects was 
the restoration, in partnership with FPC, of the 
meadow in the center of the park. Previously, the 
area was filled with mud and hard-packed earth; 
dogs played there and almost nothing green could 
survive. Under the guidance of professionals 
and with a great deal of hard work, the area has 
been transformed into a meadow, where native 
wildflowers grow up to eight feet high, providing 
food and habitat for numerous native species. 

“FoCW is a vital community group that has 
focused tremendous energy and enthusiasm on 
one of the most important and fragile habitats in 
Wissahickon Valley Park,” says Maura McCarthy, 
FOW’s Executive Director. “Their work directly 
benefits both the community of users who love the 
woods and the animal life that depends on these 
woods, particularly migratory birds.”

FoCW has initiated numerous educational 
outreach initiatives. They designed four signs with 
FPC to convey information related to the woods 
and distributed flyers encouraging residents of 
the area to dispose of yard waste properly. In the 
spring of 2007, FoCW installed three stately kiosks 
constructed primarily out of native, rot-resistant 
black locust supplied by FOW and designed and 
crafted by local carpenter James McCoy. Over 
25 individuals and businesses contributed to the 
project. The kiosks display a variety of educational 
and informational items related to Carpenter’s 
Woods. 

The organization also sponsors lectures 
and nature walks with local experts, including 
Keith Russell from Audubon Pennsylvania, Jason 
Lubar, Associate Director of Urban Forestry at 
Morris Arboretum, and Erica Brendel, a member 
of the Audubon Society and the Delaware Valley 
Ornithological Club. In September 2007 more than 
fifty area residents attended a meeting organized 
by FoCW in conjunction with FOW and West 
Mount Airy Neighbors to discuss the ecological 
challenges facing Carpenter’s Woods and 
possible solutions. Currently, FoCW is exploring 
partnership possibilities with local schools.

Recently, FoCW was certified as a “Fairmount 
Park Partner,” which will facilitate their work 
in Carpenter’s Woods. While partnerships such 
as these strengthen the organization, it is the 
individuals that make a difference: service day 
volunteers; naturalists leading walks; artists 
inspired by the woods. “Physical labor is not for 
everyone,” says Goldenberg. “But, everyone has a 
particular interest in Carpenter’s Woods, and we 
work as a team.”

 by David Dannenberg, Board Member

Friends oF Carpenter’s Woods

Graphic Designer and FoCW member 
John Goshcke designed the 
organization’s new logo. 

What’s Going on 
in Carpenter’s 
Woods?

Visitors to Carpenter’s Woods 
have noticed that many trees 
are being felled. This work 

is being done by the Philadelphia 
Water Department (PWD), which has 
determined that the erosion at the 
outfalls in Carpenter’s Woods must 
be corrected. According to Pat Ford 
of PWD, the cement aprons carry 
water rushing through the inlets off 
the headwall, scouring the banks of 
the creek. In addition, the cement 
aprons carrying the speeding water 
are beginning to crack. 

PWD began prepping the site in 
late March by cutting down previously 
marked trees, some of which are 
Norway maples, an invasive species. 
Work will likely begin at the end of 
June to restore the creek bed and 
adjacent area damaged by erosion at 
the three outfalls in Carpenters Woods. 
The project, conducted by PWD, will 
involve connecting the three outfalls 
with 900 tons of dark shale stone step 
pools and grading the banks of the 
creek. (Similar work was done at Wise’s 
Mill Road in the Wissahickon.) 

Construction will begin around 
7 a.m., Monday through Friday, 
and possibly on Saturdays, for 
approximately eight hours. PWD will 
try not to disrupt traffic, but will need 
to shut off the South Mt. Pleasant and 
Greene Street path during working 
hours. PWD will repair any sidewalks 
damaged by the work. Trees (most 
likely 2-3 feet and balled) will be 
planted in the fall. PWD will do the 
planting, but volunteers will have the 
opportunity to assist, particularly with 
plugs into the step pool.

Once the design plans are finalized, 
PWD will be able to estimate the length 
of time it will take to complete the 
project. FoCW will post the design 
plans on the kiosks as well as compile a 
fact sheet about the project for the Mt. 
Airy Times Express, the Shuttle, and 
postings at High Point Café. The fact 
sheet will also be distributed to nearby 
neighbors.



When I visited the Grove in May, the 
late afternoon sun was shining on the 
five young oak trees planted in March. 

Robins rustled in the undergrowth while insects 
devoured some of the leaves on the new red 
osier dogwoods, also recently planted. Japanese 

knotweed, an invasive plant, is still coming up, but 
skunk cabbage, jewelweed, and Jack-in-the-pulpits 
have also emerged in the clearing, making a serious 
comeback. This gentle rainy spring has been kind 
to our trees, and the community takes pleasure in 
pulling up knotweed when they come to check on 
them.

When we last read about Grove in FOW’s winter 
newsletter, the paper trees had just been placed in 
the clearing. After my husband, Bill Chodoff, died at 
Thanksgiving, I began photographing the breakdown 
of the paper while documenting the changes in the 
site over time. Both sets of photographs were shown 
during February at the Abington Art Center in a 
show titled GROVE: Breakdown. At the lecture about 
Grove sponsored by the Friends of the Wissahickon 
on February 27 at Lovett Library in Mt. Airy, I shared 
videos and photographs documenting the site’s 
transformation by the community which began with 
clearing the knotweed and ended recently with the 
planting of the oaks. (Look for the complete Grove 
video next year.)

On March 15th the community of Carpenter’s 
Woods planted the five new swamp white oak 
trees at Grove. It was a day of energy and joy, well 
attended by the newest members of our community 
who will grow up with these trees. We dedicated 
the trees to all of the children of Philadelphia, 
in memory of my husband’s lifelong work as a 
pediatrician. After the planting we checked on the 
trees every day, reporting to each other excitingly 
when we observed the first buds and, then later, the 
first leaves.

Two days before the Friends of 
Carpenter’s Woods (FoCW) April workday, 
I received a phone call from Fairmount Park 
Volunteer Coordinator David Bower that we 
would be removing knotweed and lesser 
celandine and planting native plants in the 

Grove: two red osier dogwoods and ten 
winterberry shrubs. Sarah Low, Fairmount 
Park Project Coordinator for Natural 
Resources, promises us more native plants 
through TreeVitalize* in the fall. 

I personally thank everyone who 
has helped with Grove, and encourage 
everyone to visit the site in Carpenter’s 
Woods. Grove has been a visible and 
concrete example of how wonderful 
things can happen when you assume the 
stewardship of your local park. Some of 
the volunteers for this project were my 
friends and family members, but many 
more were fellow park users of all kinds. 
Informally gathered and called to work 
through notices on the kiosks provided by 
FoCW, volunteers are now monitoring the 
site for deer, pulling out invasive knotweed, 
establishing a summer watering schedule 
(sign-up at the central kiosk by the Ellet 
Street entrance), and awaiting our next 
delivery of native plants. The knowledge 
and experience we have gained through 
Grove will be invaluable for future projects 
in the woods.

*TreeVitalize is a program that 
leads tree planting projects throughout 
Pennsylvania. For more information visit 
www.treevitalize.net.  
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  by Louise Barteau-Chodoff, Artist and Member of Friends of Carpenter’s Woods

What is Grove?
Grove is an art installation in Carpenter’s Woods by 

Louise Barteau-Chodoff that considers and questions 
perceptions, change, disintegration, death, decay, and 
care-giving.

Part 1. In an instant everything changes
Part 1 of Grove was presented at the Philadelphia 

Fringe Festival in September 2007 at Media Bureau in 
Olde City. A video of light moving through the forest of 
Wissahickon Valley Park was projected on trunk-like forms 
made from paper pulp.  

Part 2. It’s always hard to say good-bye
In the fall of 2007, Barteau-Chodoff led the Friends 

of Carpenter’s Woods and other volunteers in clearing a 
site in the woods and hauling dirt to it. The group then 
arranged the paper tree trunks at the site and filled them 
with compost. Afterward, Barteau-Chodoff dedicated the 
project to her husband, Bill Chodoff (1943-2007). The 
paper trees were left to degrade over the winter, a process 
the artist monitored and recorded on her website. In the 
spring of 2008, she and the volunteers planted five young 
oak trees on the site. 

Part 3. Incursions like these
Louise Barteau-Chodoff will lead a papermaking 

workshop using invasive species of plants, including 
Japanese knotweed cleared from the site on Saturday, 
September 20 & Sunday, September 21, 2008 from 10 am 
to 4 pm. 

To find out more about Grove, visit www.
treemaker9.com and the Winter 2007 issue of 

Volunteers help plant young oak trees on the site of Grove. 
Photo by Louise Barteau-Chodoff
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Notes from 

   the Grove
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stocking trout in the Wissahickon 

I am not a fisherman. I don’t grab my fishing rod, bait, and waders and head to the Wissahickon 
Creek in the early hours every summer weekend hoping to catch “the big one.” Still, I remember 
fondly a day in March 2007, when I accompanied the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

and 12 volunteers as they stocked the Wissahickon Creek in preparation for opening day. 

Our stocking group convened at Northwestern Avenue and Forbidden Drive and caravanned 
down the gravel path, still covered in snow. As a driver, I had the opportunity to chat with some 
of the fishermen throughout the day. I learned that stocking the creek for opening day is an annual 
tradition among these enthusiastic volunteers. John Flack, an avid fisherman, has been helping with 
the fish stocking for many years. “I grew up in this area and enjoyed fishing in the Wissahickon,” said 
Flack. “Helping stock the creek is my way of giving back.” Like him, many of the volunteers have been 
fishing in the Wissahickon since they were kids and want to provide the same meaningful experience 
for others. 

For some, fishing is simply a means 
to enjoy the beauty and tranquility of the 
Wissahickon gorge. “A lot of the time I 
don’t even care if I catch something,” 
said Shawn Fisher, a long-time fisherman 
from Germantown. “I just like being in 
the stream.” Flack said that many of the 
fishermen in the Wissahickon practice 
“catch and release,” leaving the fish for 
others to find. 

As we drove along Forbidden Drive, 
Fisher and Flack pointed out their 
favorite fishing holes. “The best spots for 
catching trout,” they revealed, “are in 
the riffles where fish can get plenty of 
oxygen.” 

When we reached our first stocking 
spot we gathered around a hatchery 
truck equipped with oxygenated tanks that hold the trout; 
each truck holds about 3,200 fish. Standing on top of the 
truck and clad in serious wet-weather gear, a hatchery 
specialist from the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
scooped trout out of the tanks with a large net and transferred them, wriggling, into buckets filled 
with water. The talk of the afternoon among the volunteers was that the trout were larger that year . . . 
appreciably larger, they grinned. 

Throughout the afternoon, volunteers carried twenty-pound buckets of trout from two hatchery 
trucks to the stream, stopping at 22 stocking sites along the creek. In the early spring sun the trout 
flashed brightly as they cascaded out of dozens of buckets into the water. Getting the trout to the water 
quickly, before the fish run out of oxygen, is critical. “You don’t want to delay too long,” explained 
Rich Kessler, a Pennsylvania Fish and Boat deputy for Philadelphia. “In warm weather, when the 
oxygen gets depleted faster, it’s even more critical.” 

At one point, Nicholas Deluca, a volunteer from Roxborough, shouted to his son, “Nick, did you 
see the palomino?” A second shout was heard a little further down stream as another volunteer found 
a palomino in his bucket. Joe Perillo, a fish expert with the Philadelphia Water Department who has 
been surveying the fish in the Wissahickon as part of an ecological approach to improving the water 
quality, smiled at me. “So many fishermen will waste all their time trying to catch that one fish.”  

Looking at the yellow, cream, and orange palomino I could understand why. Of the three types 
of trout being stocked—rainbow, brown, and palomino—the palomino is the standout. And relatively 
few of the palominos are stocked. “It’s more of a prize fish,” explained Kessler, “something fun for the 
fishermen to go after.” Noticeably absent from the stocking was Pennsylvania’s beautiful native brook 
trout (Pennsylvania’s state fish), which requires colder waters than those of the Wissahickon. 

This year’s trout stocking for opening day was held on March 26, 2008. John Pedrick, Philadelphia 
Waterways Conservation Officer, said that he and his volunteers stocked 6,330 trout along 5.2 miles 
of stream, including 4,410 rainbow trout, 1,890 brown trout, and 30 “trophy” palomino. And how did 
opening day of trout season go on March 29? “It was another great day,” said Pedrick, “although it was 
cold in the morning. People were looking for a place to warm up by lunch time.” Cold weather is no 
deterrent to those determined to catch the “the big one.”

*After opening day this year, the Wissahickon was stocked with trout two additional times 
in April, and will be stocked again on October 1, 2008 (although with less fish). For a longer 
version of this essay, visit www.fairmountpark.org/pdf/trout_stock.pdf. Doug Wechsler is a nature 
photographer and author of 21 children’s books. www.dougwechsler.com.
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Acadian Flycatcher
American Crow
American Goldfinch
American Redstart
American Robin
Baltimore Oriole
Barn Swallow
Black Vulture
Black-and-White Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Blue Jay
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Brown-headed Cowbird
Canada Goose
Carolina Chickadee
Carolina Wren
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Chimney Swift
Common Grackle
Common Nighthawk
Common Yellowthroat
Cooper’s Hawk
Downy Woodpecker
Eastern Kingbird
Eastern Phoebe
Eastern Screech Owl
Eastern Towhee
Eastern Wood Peewee    
European Starling
Gray Catbird
House Finch
house Sparrow
House Wren

Indigo Bunting
Louisiana Waterthrush
Mallard Duck
Mourning Dove
Northern Cardinal
Northern Flicker
Northern Mockingbird
Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow
Orchard Oriole
Ovenbird
Palm Warbler
Pileated Woodpecker
Purple Finch
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Red-eyed Vireo
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-winged Blackbird
Rock Pigeon
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Scarlet Tanager
Song Sparrow
Swainson’s Thrush
Tree Swallow
Tufted Titmouse
Turkey Vulture
Veery
White-breasted Nuthatch
White-eyed Vireo
Wood Duck
Wood Thrush
Yellow Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler

   by Debbie Carr, Director of Environmental Education, Fairmount Park

spring Visitors to 
the Wissahickon 
From the middle of April until the end of May, 

some 125 species of birds will migrate through or 
over Wissahickon Valley Park. FOW sponsored three 
Bird Walks throughout the park in the spring, and 
birders had the joy of spotting 67 different species of 
birds. The walks were led by Richard Berman, Robin 
Mattison, and Steve Lawrence of FOW, and Debbie 
Carr, Trish Fries, and Megan Sgarlat of Fairmount Park.

A volunteer (left) helps the hatchery 
specialist from the PA Fish & Boat 
Commission load buckets with trout 
(including a coveted palomino) to haul to 
the creek. Photo by Doug Wechsler.

Black-throated Blue Warbler  
Photo by Ruth Pfeffer



Backyard composting 
Made Easy

 

Earth Day has come and gone, but everyone should continue to take steps to 
help our environment. One easy but important step is backyard composting. 
It is simple, inexpensive, and good for the planet.

Why compost? The average American family produces roughly 1,200 pounds 
of organic material a year, which typically ends up in a landfill. By diverting 
food scraps, grass clippings, and leaves from your curbside garbage collection, a 
household can reduce its waste by 25% and take advantage of several benefits:

•	 turning	your	food	and	yard	scraps	into	nutritious	fertilizer	for	your	garden	or	
lawn;

•	 producing	a	healthier	yard;

•	 eliminating	the	use	of	chemical	fertilizers	and	pesticides;	and

•	 saving	water,	electricity,	and	money	by	using	your	garbage	disposal	and	trash	
compactor less.

inexpensive compost Bins
•	 Wooden Pallet Bin:  Tie 

four wooden shipping 
pallets together to form 
a square with an open 
top and bottom. (Pallets 
can be obtained from 
local businesses or 
hardware stores.) Presto! 
A compost bin.

•	 Trash Can Composter: 
Recycle an old trash can. 
Just cut off the bottom. 
Drill 24 to 48 quarter 
inch holes in the sides 
for air flow, or leave it as is for a closed-air system. 
Push the bottom of the can a few inches below the 
soil, and then press the loosened soil around the sides to secure it.

•	 Chicken Wire Container: Simply buy chicken wire. Shape it into a cylinder 
and a compost container is ready to fill.

Concerned about appearances or fruit flies? Build or buy an enclosed compost 
unit. Gardening catalogues and hardware stores offer a number of nice, tidy bins. 
A closed bin retains moisture and heat inside the unit; the lid keeps the bugs inside 
and out-of-sight.

in the Kitchen
A medium-sized (10 gallon) garbage container works well for kitchen scraps 

and wet paper towels. This saves daily trips to the outdoor compost bin. Omit meat, 
fish, and dairy products to eliminate odors and unwanted pests. Leaves, dry grass 
clippings, and lime help reduce odor. Recycle large plastic dry cleaner bags to line 
the container and make cleaning it easier.

maintaining a compost Bin
It is easy and only takes a few minutes a week to maintain a compost bin. Turn 

the compost occasionally to aerate it and break it down faster. Earthworms and 
other macroinvertebrates help speed up the decomposition process and produce 
better compost.

Some people layer their compost with “greens” (food scraps, fresh grass 
clippings, weeds) and “browns” (leaves, ashes, small twigs) because a variety of 
organic material produces a higher nutrient content. Finished compost is rich, dark, 
and crumbly.

The first time you add leaves to your bin, the bin may appear too small. Within 
days, nature’s great disappearing act will take over and there will be a significant 
reduction in mass. Regardless of how much or how little time a person invests, a 
compost bin will work for you. And your efforts will make a positive difference to 
the environment.

   by Mary Anne Boyer, Former Board Member

Winter Lecture series 
explores transformation  

in nature
This year’s Winter Lecture Series, sponsored by FOW and the 

Wissahickon Environmental Center, explored the theme of transformation 
in nature. All three lectures are organized by the Outreach Committee and 
offered free to the public, with the goal of stimulating public interest in the 
importance of preserving the natural beauty and wildness of the Wissahickon 
Valley.

Grove is an art installation in Carpenter’s 
Woods that considers and questions 
perceptions, change, disintegration, death, 
decay, and care-giving. The artist Louise 
Barteau-Chodoff discussed the inspiration for 
Grove at Lovett Library. During Nature of 
Change: the Creation of Grove,  
Barteau-Chodoff shared the inspiration for 
Grove, the process of building it, installing 
the art work at a gallery and then in 
Carpenter’s Woods, and the magical way 
the community came together to make it all  
possible. For more information, see p. 11 or 
visit www.treemaker9.com.

In the Wissahickon, one can learn 
to identify common rocks and minerals 
and read the story of transformation 
over millions of years contained in 
metamorphic rocks. Sarah West helped 
get people started when she spoke on 
Gems of the Wissahickon at Cathedral 
Village. Sarah West, a retired science 
teacher from Germantown Friends 
School and former board member of 
the Friends of the Wissahickon, led a 
geology walk in the Wissahickon on the 
weekend after the lecture. If you missed 
these two events, her pamphlet Gems of 
the Wissahickon discusses the geology 
and gemstones in the gorge and provides 
directions for three geology walks. It is available for $3.00 from FOW. Contact 
the office at 215-247-0417 or office@fow.org.

At Philadelphia University, Leslie Sauer discussed how citizens and 
scientists can monitor the changes in natural landscapes of the region with the 
Plant Stewardship Index (PSI) and Database. This is a new tool developed 
by the Bowman’s Hill 
Wildflower Preserve that is 
now available at no charge 
to individuals and groups 
interested in monitoring and 
documenting the landscape. 
Sauer is a pioneer in the field 
of restoring and managing 
native landscapes and the 
author of The Once and 
Future Forest (Island Press, 
1998). The PSI Database is 
a record of the native plants 
of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. With every data entry 
made, the information about 
our regional flora increases. To 
learn more, visit www.bhwp.org/psi.
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Compost bin made from 
wooden shipping pallets

Claudia Phillips, FOW Board Member and 
Chair of the Outreach Committee, with 
Leslie Sauer at her lecture.
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New Members 
Ms. Jessica Acosta
Mr. Grant Alger
Ms. Jennifer Ambrose
Hashana Amenra
Ms. Anitra Anthony
Ms. Stephanie Avellino
Dr. Randi Axelrod and  

Ms. Diane Diffenderfer
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ball
Ms. Marianne C. Banbor
Ms. Joan Batista and  

Mr. David Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Benjamin
Mr. and Mrs. Bianchi
Mr. and Mrs. David  Binswanger
Ms. Jane Bodine
Mr. Anthony Boris
Ms. Julia Brody and  

Mr. James E. Shaw
Mr. Henry Brolly
Mr. Vincent Brown
Harold Brubaker
Ms. Rachel Buchman
Ms. Monica Buckner
Mr. Thomas Byrnes
Ms. Nancy Chance
Mr. David Chianese
Mr. Timothy Clair

Mr. Gabe Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. James Conmy
Ms. Marissa Conner
Andy Cooley
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Copeland
Ms. Samantha Corson
Mr. Tony Crist
Ms. Kimberly Davis

Mr. Joseph W. Davis Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Willard S. Detweiler
Mr and Mr Tobey Dichter
Ms. May Dominic
Mr. Edmund Dornheim
Mr. Robert Dudley
Mr. Ben Dunphey
Mr. Joseph Durham and  

Ms. Danea Alston
Ms. Eleanor Elkin
Ms. Giovanna Fanelle
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Farnum
Ms. Charlotte Feldman
Mr. Kenneth Ferguson
Mr. Frank Fisher
Ms. Rachele B. Foley
Ms. Kristi Fox
The Franks Family
Mr. Robert Fudge and  

Mr. Steven Kretzmann
Ms. Heidi Fuhr
Ms. Amy Gagliardi
Mr. and Mrs. William Glassman
Mr. Harry Goodman
Mr. Mark Govoni
Ms. Freda Gowling
Ms. Terry Guthrie
Nava Hall
Mr. John Hanson
Jonathan Harmon
Mr. and Mrs. Ray  Haupt
Ms. Herskovitz
Mr. Johnny Hilton
Ms. Deborah Hoellein
Mr. Jack Hohenadel
Ms. Ann Iula
Mr. Todd Ivison
Mr. Elton James
Ms. Moiselle Jeffers
Ms. Barbara Johnson
Mr. Toby J. Kessler
Ms. Janelle Kirkland
Mr. Eric Knopping
Mr. Kevin Kohler
Ms. Linda Koons
Ms. Deb Koziol
Mr. Paul Krakauskas
Mr. Rob Krotee
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kurtz
Calvin Kyriss
Mr. Andrew Lamas and  

Ms. Virginia J. Vanderslice

Ms. Eileen LaPenta
Ms. Nancy Lassen
Mr. Howard Lesnick
Ms. Binta Lewis
L.V. Lewis
Ms. Lorraine Linder
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Mandel
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Mann
Ms. Denise McCole
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McConaghy
Ms. Pat McKinley and  

Mr. Dennis Grant
Ms. Chariss N. Miller
Stacie Neefe
Mr. David Newmann
Mrs. and Mr. Celine O’Brien
Mr. John O’Brien
Mr. Dean Rosencranz and  

Ms. Sheila Oliver
Mr. David Orthwein
R. Overholser
Roth Perkins
Ron Pete
Mr. Peter J. Quinn
Ms. Rosemary  Ranck and  

Mr. David Traxel
Ms. Emilia Rastrick
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reeves Jr.
Ms. Elise Rivers
Ms. Sarah Jane Rooney
Mr. Jonathan Rossos
Mr. Bernard Rothman
Mr. David Schneck and  

Ms. Zinat Yusufzai
Ms. Liz Seltzer
Mr. George Shaefer

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sheehan
Mr. Benjamin J. Shermeta
Ms. Eileen Shupak
Ari Silver
Mr. and Mrs. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Singler
Ms. Valerie Skinkus
Ms. Nancy Smith
Stephanie Smith
Mr. Thomas Spokas
Mr. Busygin Stanislav
Ms. Susan B. Stevenson
Ms. Michelle Stortz
Mr. John Talbot
Ms. Page Talbott
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ten Have
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Todd
Mr. and Mrs.  Ernie Tracy
Mr. Barry E. Trevor
Ms. Nancy Tuohy
Ms. Cynthia Turecki
Ms. Cynthia Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Williams
Ms. Ellen Womer
Mr. Kevin Woods
Joann Zimmaro
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Zoga
Dmitri Zorine
The Michael and  

Patricia Scully Foundation
Archetype Ventures I
JMDW Enterprises LLC
Roxborough Garden Club

Friends of the Wissahickon • Summer 2008

The McLaughlin Family enjoying free ice cream!

We are pleased to welcome the following new members, who joined the Friends of the Wissahickon from November 2007 through april 2008

Jason and Jonah Yaffe at 
FOW's Ice Cream Social.



consider a 
Gift of stock

In previous issues of our newsletter, we have 
featured donors who have made planned gifts or 
requests to FOW through their estate. Board Member 
Ari Pontz suggests our friends consider a very simple 
planned gift: the gift of stock.—Ruffian Tittmann, 
Development Director.

Do you have appreciated stock that you want to dispose 
of, but do not want to have to pay the taxes? Would 
you also like to help the Friends of the Wissahickon 

by making a charitable donation? If you answered yes to 
both questions, you may want to consider the extremely 
advantageous, but often overlooked strategy of gifting shares 
of stock directly to charity.

The IRS permits any individual to transfer shares of 
investment assets, which may include stock, mutual funds, 
and exchange traded funds directly to the qualified charity of 
their choice. By doing so, the donor is relieved of paying the 
applicable federal taxes on the gain that would otherwise be 
incurred if the asset were sold. In addition, as with all charitable 
gifts, it may be possible to deduct up to the full amount of the 
value of the gift against taxable income.

Consider the following example: John and Jane Smith are 
supporters of FOW who typically give the Friends a $5,000 gift 
each year. Checking with their financial advisor one day, they 
are reminded that they own $5,000 of XYZ, Inc. stock that they 
paid $1,000 for many years ago. If they were to sell these shares, 
they would pay federal capital gains taxes of 15% on the gain, 
which would cost the Smith’s $720. However, if they were to 
give their shares of XYZ, Inc. to the Friends of the Wissahickon, 
the capital gains tax would be $0. In addition, the Smiths are 
permitted to deduct the full amount of the gift for federal tax 
purposes, which may save them up to another $1,750.

Before taking any action, FOW suggests that you consult 
a qualified and licensed financial planner and/or tax advisor 
to make sure that this strategy is appropriate for your financial 
situation and to determine what financial benefits you may 
derive from employing it.

For more information about FOW or for our stock transfer 
instructions, please contact Ruffian Tittmann at 215-247-0417 
or tittmann@fow.org.
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ONGOING

“HIKE ON TRAILS NOT OFTEN TRODDEN”
the sierra club regularly sponsors a hike on the last Saturday of each month, hiking different and less explored trails. Lunch to follow 
at a local spot. Meet at 10 a.m. at hill house, 201 W. Evergreen ave., Chestnut hill (near Borders). Contact Sidney Goldstein for details 
at 215-247-4459 or sg@mrbasketball.net. Next hikes: June 28, July 26, August 30, September 27.

the appalachian mountain club delaware Valley chapter regularly sponsors a 5-7 mile fast pace hike every monday evening. 
Distance depends on the conditions and speed of the group. Meet at 6:30 p.m. by Valley Green Inn. Bring water and flashlight. Terrible 
weather may cancel. Info: Mike or Christina Lawless  at christinalawless@hotmail.com or 215-836-2275; Pat Naismith at naismpat@ssd.
k12.pa.us; Dave Stein at david0857@verizon.net. Next hikes: June 23, 30, July 7, 14, 21, 28, August 4, 11, 18, 25.

WISSAHICKON VALLEY HIKE WITH PHILAVENTURES
the William Way Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & transgender community (LGBt) group regularly sponsors a 2-3 hour hike every 
Sunday afternoon. Meet before 2:20 p.m.  in front of Borders Book Store in Chestnut hill. Bring water. Info: Bert at 215-271-8822 or 
aLS12345@comcast.net. Next hikes: June 22, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, September 7, 14, 21.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18
Wissahickon Wanderung with Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. Meet at 6:30 p.m.  at the allens Lane R8 
Station, Cresheim Rd. & allens Lane, Mt. airy (Philadelphia) for a brisk-paced 7-mile hike down to the creek and back up a different 
way. Bring water. Thunder and lightning cancel. Possible stop for a bite or beverage after. Info: Phil Mulligan at 215-247-8658 or 
adjpmull@vba.va.gov. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 22
Valley Green Singles/Social Hike with the Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. Hike on the trails on the opposite 
side of the Wissahickon Creek from the bridal path. Meet at Bruno’s, corner of Northwestern Ave. and Germantown Pike. Must call for the 
start time. Bad weather will cancel. If in doubt call trip leader. Dogs welcome. Info: Ed Sawin at 215-896-9230 or  
onehundredmileed@bigplanet.com.

TUESDAY, JUNE 24
Tuesday Nights in the Wissahickon with the Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. Brisk-paced social hike. 4-6 
miles. Bring water, a flashlight, and shoes and clothing appropriate to the weather conditions. Option for dinner or a snack after the 
hike. Meet at Bruno’s, corner of Northwestern and Germantown aves., at 6:30 p.m. Nasty weather will cancel.  
Info: Pat Naismith at 610-639-3670 or naismpat@ssd.k12.pa.us. 

FRIDAY, JULY 4
July 4th Wissahickon Hike with the Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. a 7-mile, moderate paced hike into the 
Wissahickon Gorge. Some climbs. Meet 10 a.m. at Borders, intersection of Germantown ave. & Bethlehem Pike in Chestnut hill. Optional 
lunch stop after hike at local eatery. heavy rain at hike time cancels. Info: Cliff hence at 215-247-3559 before 10 p.m. or  
CWHenceIII@aol.com.

THURSDAY, JULY 10
Wissahickon Valley Hike with Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. 6 mile hike. Hike on various trails to Valley 
Green Inn returning via Forbidden Drive. Meet at 10 a.m. near Bruno’s at the intersection of Germantown & Northwestern aves. Bring 
water. Steady rain will cancel. If in doubt call leader before 9 a.m. the morning of the hike. Lunch possible afterward.  
Info: Billy Neuman at 215-885-5639 or hikerbilly34@webtv.net.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16
Wissahickon Top to Bottom with Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. Meet at 6:30 p.m.  at Borders, intersection 
of Germantown Ave. and Bethlehem Pike in Chestnut Hill, for a brisk-paced hike down to the creek and back up a different way. Bring 
water. Thunder and lightning cancel. Possible stop for a bite or beverage after. Info: Phil Mulligan at 215-247-8658 or  
adjpmull@vba.va.gov. 

FRIDAY, JULY 18
Wissahickon Friday Night Hike with Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. 4 mile moderate pace hike. Meet at 6:30 
p.m.  at the intersection of Germantown & Northwestern Aves. for hike along the scenic Wissahickon Creek. Optional dinner at local 
eatery after hike. Info: Cliff hence at 215-247-3559 or cwhenceiii@aol.com.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1
Wissahickon Friday Night Hike with Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. 4 mile moderate pace hike. Meet at 6:30 
p.m. at the intersection of Germantown & Northwestern Aves. for hike along the scenic Wissahickon Creek. Optional dinner at local 
eatery after hike. Info: Cliff hence at 215-247-3559 or cwhenceiii@aol.com. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13
Wissahickon Wanderung with Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. Meet at 6:30 p.m.  at the allens Lane R8 
Station, Cresheim Rd. & allens Lane, Mt. airy (Philadelphia) for a brisk-paced 7-mile hike down to the creek and back up a different 
way. Bring water. Thunder and lightning cancel. Possible stop for a bite or beverage after. Info: Phil Mulligan at 215-247-8658 or 
adjpmull@vba.va.gov. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
Labor Day Hike in the Wissahickon with the Appalachian Mountain Club Delaware Valley Chapter. a 7-mile, moderate paced hike 
into the Wissahickon Gorge. Some climbs. Meet 10 a.m. at Borders, intersection of Germantown ave. & Bethlehem Pike in Chestnut hill. 
Optional lunch stop after hike at local eatery. heavy rain at hike time cancels. Info: Cliff hence at 215-247-3559 before 10 p.m. or 
CWHenceIII@aol.com 

HiKes & WaLKs in tHe WissaHicKOn

    by Ari Pontz, Board Member

Summer 2008 • Friends of the Wissahickon

Jay Cruz presented results of 
recent monitoring initiatives in 
the Wissahickon Creek Watershed 
during a lecture in March as part 
of the Friend’s POW (Protect 
Our Watershed) program. He 
also showcased some of the 
high-tech equipment behind 
collecting and presenting this 
data. Cruz has been an aquatic 
biologist with the Philadelphia 
Water Department for the last 
six years, having received his 
Master’s degree in biology from 
West Chester University.

15

By Ari Pontz, Board Member



EVENTS

  YES, I/We want to help preserve and protect the Wissahickon.  
MeMbership level

— Friends of the Wissahickon Membership Form —

Method of payMeNt

 Check Enclosed  
    (payable to the Friends of the Wissahickon)

 Charge my
      VISA     Mastercard

Card Number__________________________

Expiration Date________________________

Signature________________________________


1ST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
sierra club sponsors monthly trail work party from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. followed by lunch at a local spot. Information: Sidney 
Goldstein at 215-247-4459 or sg@mrbasketball.net or visit www.
mrbasketball.net/hike/hike.html. 
1ST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
Wissahickon restoration Volunteers (WrV) will lead a service 
project from 10:00 a.m. to noon as part of their on-going 
reforestation activities. Details and directions to the worksite 
posted on the WRV website (http://wissahickon.patrails.org) at 
least one week prior to the event. For information and to RSVP 
contact WRV at 215-951-0330 x2101 or wrv.info@rhd.org. 
2ND SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
Friends of the Wissahickon lead a day of field work at various 
locations throughout the Park from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Projects 
include sustainable trail restoration, invasive weed removal, and 
trash clean-up. For more information contact Kevin Groves at 
215-247-0417 or groves@fow.org, or visit the volunteer page at 
www.fow.org.
3RD SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH  
Friends of the Wissahickon and Fairmount Park commission 
sponsor vine removal at various locations throughout the Park 
from 10 a.m. to noon. help rescue our mature trees and preserve 
recent plantings. Contact Jake Michael at jakesings@yahoo.com 
for details.
3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH
Wissahickon restoration Volunteers (WrV) will lead a service 
project from 10:00 a.m.to noon as part of their on-going 
reforestation activities. Details and directions to the worksite 
posted on the WRV website (http://wissahickon.patrails.org) at 
least one week prior to the event. For information and to RSVP 
contact WRV at 215-951-0330 x2101 or wrv.info@rhd.org. 
4TH SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
Philadelphia mountain Biking association leads a work day 
sponsored by FOW. This work day focuses on sustainable trail 
restoration at various locations throughout the park from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  For more information visit www.phillymtb.com or contact 
kevin Groves at 215-247-0417 or groves@fow.org. 
EVERY TUESDAY
Friends of the Wissahickon volunteers repair and build structures 
in the Wissahickon from 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you are handy with 
tools and like to build, call Ed Stainton at 215-247-2763.
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Friends of the Wissahickon volunteers rebuild dry stone wall in 
the Wissahickon from 9 a.m. to1 p.m. If you like to work with 
stones, call Dan Mercer at 215-280-0441.
EVERY THURSDAY
Friends of the Wissahickon volunteers do repairs within the 
Wissahickon from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you would like to help, call 
Ed Stainton at 215-247-2763.

SATURDAY, JUNE 28
rain Garden Workshop for Homeowners from 9 to 11:30 am at 
ambler Borough hall. Contact Susan Curry for information or to 
RSVP at suscurry@comcast.net  or 215-591-1551.

RUNNING CLUBS
EVERY THURSDAY
Wissahickon Wanderers Trail Run. 4-5 miles. Starts at 6:30 p.m. 
at Valley Green Inn. Fun food and cash bar afterwards courtesy of 
Valley Green Inn. For details visit www.wanderersrunningclub.org.
EVERY SATURDAY
Wissahickon Wanderers Fun run and shawmont running 
club run. Starts at 7:30 a.m. at the end of Forbidden Drive/
Northwestern Avenue. Distances are at the discretion of the runner. 
All levels. Emphasis is on fun!  Info: www.wanderersrunningclub.org 
or  www.shawmontrunningclub.com. 

ACTIVITIES AT HISTORIC RITTENHOUSETOWN
Historic rittenhousetown (Hrt) offers the following classes, 
workshops and events for individuals and families to learn 
about the craft of hand papermaking and other aspects of 
Colonial life at the original Rittenhouse Family Homestead. 
HRT is located on Lincoln Drive at Rittenhouse Street. 
For information call 215-438-5711, e-mail programs@
rittenhousetown.org, or visit www.rittenhousetown.org.
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS, JUNE 7 – SEPTEMBER 28
Weekend summer tours, noon to 4:00 p.m.
JUNE – SEPTEMBER 
SUMMER PAPER ARTS WORKSHOP SERIES
Sunday, June 8     10 am-3:30 pm
Japanese Collage with andrea Snyder
Tuesday, June 10     10 am-3 pm
Transfer Techniques with andrea Snyder
Wednesday, June 25     5:30-8 pm
Open Vats with hRT Staff
Saturday, July 12     10 am-4 pm
Suminagashi/Turkish Marbling with Richard aldorasi
Sunday, July 13     10 am-4 pm
Momigami and Paste Painting with Richard Aldorasi
Saturday, July 19     10 am-3 pm
Family Bookmaking with Shellie holl
Wednesday, July 23     5:30-8 pm
Open Vats with hRT Staff
Monday, July 28     10 am-4 pm
Silk Scarf Marbling with Richard aldorasi
Saturday, August 16     10am-4 pm
Leaf onto Paper:  
Nature Printing on Handmade Paper with Charlotte Eisner
Wednesday, September 10     5:30-8 pm
Open Vats with hRT Staff
Saturday, September 20 & Sunday, Sept 21  10 am-4 pm
Papermaking from Invasive Plants with Louise Barteau Chodoff
For registration fees and information contact Ariel Wilson at 
215-438-5711or  awilson@rittenhousetown.org. 
AUGUST 4-8
summer day camp, 9 am- 3 pm.  Camp is open to students 
entering 3rd to 6th grades. Campers will make paper, books, and 
participate in Colonial cooking and games. Space is limited.
SATURDAY, SEPTMEBER 6
19th annual Paper mill run 5k race, 10 am
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
creek side Fall Flea market, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Crafters and Collectors welcome! 

ACTIVITIES AT THE SCHUYLKILL CENTER FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
the schuylkill center for environmental education (scee) 
presents Live at the Pavilion, a diverse schedule of celebrated 
musicians, dancers, and theatrical performances outdoors 
at The Schuylkill Center Pavilion and Amphitheater. SCEE is 
located at 8480 Hagy’s Mill Road, Philadelphia (Roxborough), 
PA 19128 www.schuylkillcenter.org.
Saturday, June 28 7 pm
Mary Roth, Music for the Family 
Saturday, July 12 7 pm
Commonwealth Classic Theatre, Taming of the Shrew
Friday, July 18 7 pm
abby Lappen, Singer-Songwriter
Saturday, September 27 2 pm
Mary Roth, Singer-Songwriter
sunday, October 5 2 pm
Curtis String Trio 
For ticket prices and information, contact Erin Johnson, Program 
Development Coordinator at 215-482-7300 x116 or ejohnson@
schuylkillcenter.org.

ACTIVITIES AT THE WISSAHICKON 
ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER

Pre-Registration is required for all programs
space is limited, so register early!

For information and registration, call 215.685.9285. Your 
registration must be confirmed by our staff. Unless otherwise 
noted, all programs are Free, begin at the tree House, and last 
approximately 90 minutes. Please check the FOW website or 
www.fairmountpark.org for additional programs or changes.
“STORY AND STROLL” SUMMER SERIES 
Wednesdays, July 9 thru Aug 27     2:00-3:00pm
Come to the Tree House with your child for an afternoon story and 
discovery walk. We’ll read a nature book from the Backyard Books 
series and take a walk outdoors bringing the story to life. Ages 3-5. 
$3.00/child for each program. 
Register for one or more of the following:
Are You an Ant?  July 9 • Are You a Bee?   July 16
Are You a Butterfly?  July 23 • Are You a Dragonfly?  July 30
Are You a Grasshopper?  Aug 6 • Are You a Ladybug?  Aug 13
Are You a Snail?  Aug 20 • Are You a Spider?  Aug 27
FIREFLY FIREWORKS   Wednesday, July 3   8:00pm
Celebrate the holiday with an evening visit to our meadows and 
enjoy an explosive display brought to us by our state insect. . . the 
firefly. All ages welcome. 
FAMILY CREEK ExPLORATION  Sat, July 5  2:00pm
Using the Wissahickon Creek as a laboratory, we will collect and 
identify aquatic organisms that help us determine the health of the 
stream. Learn how the water quality is affected by land use within 
the Wissahickon watershed. Come prepared to get your feet wet! 
this program is sponsored by the Friends of the Wissahickon 
Protect Our Watershed (POW) education series. All ages welcome.

FULL MOON HIKE    
Thurs, July 17    8:00-9:30pm
Walk the trails of the Andorra Natural Area at night. Begin the 
evening around a campfire roasting marshmallows as we wait for 
the sun to set. We’ll search for animal signs, listen for nighttime 
noises, and enjoy several fun activities along the trail. Children 
ages 5 & up welcome. $2.00/person. 
BUTTERFLY WALK   
Saturday, August 2     2:00pm
Join us for a walk through the andorra meadows in search of 
butterflies. Learn about their role as pollinators and discover the 
variety of species that inhabit the meadow. Using field guides, we’ll 
take a closer look at these beautiful insects and try to identify 
them. All ages welcome.
WILDERNESS SURVIVAL  
Tues, Aug 19  1:00-4:00pm
This program will cover basic wilderness survival skills, such as 
finding food and water, building a campfire, and using materials 
from the forest to create a protective shelter. Ages 10-16. $5.00/
person.
FULL MOON HIKE (FOR ADULTS) 
Monday, September 15     7:00pm
This program will take the adventurous into the forest by the light 
of the full moon. Enjoy the sights and sounds of the area as we 
hike through forest and meadow habitats. After the hike, join us as 
we gather around a small campfire. $2.00/person.
FAERIES, FOLKS & FABLES   
saturday, september 6 
Saturday, September 27
Outdoor Gallery: 10:00am-4:00pm (No need to register.)
Program: 2:00pm (Pre-registration is required.)   
Come to the Tree House and take a walk through this magical, 
outdoor gallery. Find the faeries and nature folk in this 
photography exhibit by local artist, photographer and nature-lover, 
kim Soles. Join in at 2:00 p.m. to hear a fable and create a simple 
faerie home for your garden. All ages welcome.
BATS - THE MYSTERIES REVEALED
Friday, September 19     6:30pm 
are bats blind? Will they fly into your hair? Separate fact from 
myth with fun bat activities and games. Learn about the benefits 
of Pennsylvania’s bat species and then take a hike to the creek to 
see brown bats in action. All ages welcome. 

ACTIVITIES SPONSORED BY THE 
WISSAHICKON VALLEY WATERSHED 
ASSOCIATION (WVWA)
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25
WVWa tex mex 5K race for Open space

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 – SAVE THE DATE!
Walk for the Wissahickon. Take a guided hike of 2.5 miles, 5 
miles, 8 miles, 13 miles or all 21 miles of the Green Ribbon Trail for 
this annual WVWA Fundraiser.

For information on either of these events, contact Carol Delancy at 
215-646-8866 x 15 or carol@wvwa.org or visit www.wvwa.org.

caLendar OF eVents in tHe WissaHicKOn

*Choice of:   
 Hat 

 Please keep the premium and  
    use the entire membership fee for the Park.   

 T-Shirt (circle size)
    Children:    S     M     L
    Red Bird: Women    S     M   •   Adult   L     XL
    Warbler & Map:  Adult   M    L    XL     XXL

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Street _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________ State __________________Zip Code ____________________

Phone (Home)  ___________________   (Work)  ______________________ E-mail _____________________________

I also want to help the Friends of the Wissahickon with:

 Membership  Community Outreach  Trail Repair  Clean-Up  Wildlife 

 Fundraising   Reforestation  Structures Repair  Education  Vine Removal

Please	return	to:	8708	Germantown	Ave.,	Philadelphia,	PA	19118		•	tel	215-247-0417	•		office@fow.org		•	www.fow.org
Contributions to the Friends are tax deductible as permitted by current laws.  

The official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling, toll free, within Pennsylvania (800) 732-0999.

 $20 Limited Income/Students   $45 Basic  $75 Family   
 $100 Contributing*  $250 Sponsor*   $500 Patron* 

 Society of Generous Friends*     $1000      $2500      $5000      $10,000 or above

All new members receive a map of the Wissahickon Valley. Limited Income/
Student members receive invitations to all events and our quarterly newsletter. 
Basic members receive invitations to all events; our quarterly newsletter, 
and membership card with discounts for meals at Valley Green Inn (in the 
park) and FOW merchandise. Family members receive all benefits of Basic 
membership plus choice of two kids tees (S [6-8], M [10-12], L [14-16]). 
Contributing members and above ($100 or more) receive all benefits of Basic 
membership plus choice of hat or T-shirt (M, L, XL). 

Future calendar listings for the newsletter may be 
placed by contacting the Friends of the Wissahickon at 

215-247-0417 or office@fow.org.
the calendar of events in the Wissahickon may also be 
viewed on FOW’s website www.fow.org, which contains 

updates on our events, including cancellations.


