Your Questions Answered
When will implementation of the Sustainable Trails Initiative (STI) start?

Phase III funding is being sought with the expectations that work will begin in 2008 or 2009.

What funding sources are available for this effort? 

Funding will be sought from private foundations, the Pennsylvania Department of Conservations and Natural Resources (DCNR), state and local government sources, as well as individual donors. Since implementation will take at least five to ten years, the funds will be raised over that time.
Are there other comparable parks that have done this?

Yes, both in the eastern and the western United States.

Will the current trail use designations change or stay the same?

Most redesigned trails will be multi-use.

Will individual user groups have special sections of the trail designed for their use?

Perhaps, with a good design, specialized areas can be created. User groups should research such designs in other areas and propose ideas to the Fairmount Park Commission (FPC). Some special use areas can mitigate conflicts on multi-use trails. Given the size of the park and its use, most trails should be multi-use. All park consultants have emphasized this.

How can trail users pass without conflict?

Provide 6 feet wide trails on steep slopes; step aside on flatter land; use occasional bulge-outs with good sight lines. (See demonstration trail.)

Is the bike trail along Lincoln Drive part of STI?
STI deals only with the upper trails.

Will there be areas for quiet use?

Areas such as Carpenter’s Woods and the Andorra Natural Area will continue as slow aped interpretive areas.

How can we manage emergency access routes that contribute to stormwater runoff and erosion?

The Philadelphia Water Department and FPC are working on natural filtration and reduction of stormwater flows.


What is the Water Department’s involvement?

They are making a significant effort to manage stormwater problems through use of natural filtration and transpiration instead of costly engineered structures. (The Sustainable Trails Initiative contributes to these efforts.) Fairmount Park was originally created to protect the sources of our drinking water.

What effects will the trail program have on the deterioration of Forbidden Drive?

FPC spent $1 million to 2001 and 2002 to improve Forbidden Drive. The upper trail work will reduce stormwater flows onto and across Forbidden Drive. Twenty-six drain systems need to be cleared to help get water off.

Will this program improve Forbidden Drive’s sustainability?

Improving the upper trails will reduce erosion onto Forbidden Drive.

What role does the city play in controlling stormwater runoff?
The Water Department is a key partner involved in this effort. The Office of Watersheds is taking a very advanced approach to stormwater management. They will spend billions on improving natural systems to meet 2021 stormwater management compliance guidelines. Such funding may be a source of support for closure of unsustainable trails.

Why is the demo trail a wet and muddy mess?
New trails need time to cure; often new trails are kept closed for a while to let them cure. Some maintenance will be needed to restore the outflow surface.

What about enforcement?
The plan proposes both ranger and volunteer patrols, with extensive educational efforts. Providing a quality space, teaching proper use, and enforcement add u to good visitor management. (In 1972 there were 1400 staff members in Fairmount Park. Now there are 170.)

What will be done about enforcement and education?

The plan proposes an ambassador program, improved upper trail signage, printed information, and positive reinforcement of proper use.

What can be done about littering and partying area?
Call David Bower at FPC (215-685-2189) or FOW (215-247-0417) to report problems. Ask police to stop by these spots. Remind users to clean up after themselves.
How can we train users in the proper way to address “misuse”?

An “Ambassadors Program” will provide training, good signage, and consistent language between signs.

How can we stop people from taking turtles and other wildlife out of the park?

There is new signage available addressing this issue. Contact David Bower from FPC with suggestions of where it should be placed (215-685-2189).

What is recommended regarding the user permit program?
FPC wants to continue some kind of trail permit system and hopes to make it more effective, expand its use, and use the money it generates to support seasonal workers in the Park.

How do you involve bike shops in permit distribution?

Bike shops were involved in the beginning. FPC seeks to reduce the number of steps involved, provide positive information, and get the system online as part of a streamlining and expansion of the permitting process.

Does the trails project (STI) recommend use of parking permits?

Use of parking permits has not been explored.

Should we promote the Wissahickon Valley Park or not?

FPC, through the permitting process, tries to redirect “pulse” uses to other areas of the park better suited to events with high visitor numbers. The 1995 plan anticipated 500,000 visits per year.

Is there anything unique about the Wissahickon Valley Park?

The Park’s large size and natural feel in a densely populated area surprises many visitors. The Wissahickon Valley Park is a National Natural Area, a National Landmark District, an (Audubon) Important Birding Area, and contains National Recreation Trails. It is overseen by 11 regulatory bodies and is getting increasing recognition in recreation magazines.

Is there a capacity limit to the park?

There are general standards for park carrying capacities, which have exceeded environmental carrying capacities in many areas.

What is our relationship with other counties, since their residents use the Wissahickon?
One survey noted that 37% of park users were from areas other than Philadelphia County. FOW is doing a lot of outreach to our neighbors through the Protect Our Watershed (POW) Program. We hope the STI will set a good example. The Water Department is developing watershed protection plans in other counties.

Where will you travel with the plan?

Suggested groups/schools include: Wissahickon Charter School; Saul High School; Crefeld School; Springside School; Germantown Friends School; AMC-Youth Program.

Can individuals get a copy of the STI PowerPoint presentation?

FOW will have a copy available for education purposes.

